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Circle is as large as France, England, Germany, and Spain
together.

In every possible way this region encourages extremes. No
wonder therefore that the character of the people who inhabit these
steppes and tundras has been so very definitely influenced by their
natural surroundings and that they think and act according to a
system or pattern which would be considered grotesque in any
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other part of the world. No wonder that after practising for
centuries a most devout form of piety they suddenly outlawed God
and banished Him and His name from the curriculum of their
schools* No wonder that after submitting for hundreds of years
to the rule of Tsars, whom they considered infallible and divinely
inspired, they arose one day and destroyed their ruler, and there-
upon accepted the tyranny of an impersonal economic doctrine
which may promise to bring them great blessings in the future but
which for the moment is as cruel and relentless and autocratic as
any Tsar ever dared to be.